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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


Violent Media Poisoning 
Nation’s Soul 

By Mick LaSalle 

We enter 2013 with the 
sickening, dispiriting events in Newtown, 
Conn., still fresh and yet without much 
conviction that anything can be done to 
prevent such future horrors. Obviously, 
the overriding issue is that we have a 
gun problem and a political climate that 
has been, at least until now, too timid to 
do anything about it. 

But we also have a culture 
problem, and we know this. 

Fourteen years ago, Lt. Col. 
Dave Grossman and Gloria DeGaetano, 
in "Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill," were 
warning us about the effects of violent 
video games and movies. They 
compared the games that kids play to 
the conditioning that soldiers and 
Marines get in order to desensitize them 
to killing. They pointed out that by the 
time children reach adulthood they have 
witnessed hundreds of thousands of 
simulated violent deaths and have come 
to associate witnessing death and 
mayhem with pleasure. 

As to movies, the interaction 
between them and real-life is 
complicated. Some will claim that 
movies influence behavior, even as 
producers will invariably insist that 
movies only reflect society. 

My own epiphany was 
occasioned by "The Dark Knight Rises." 
When I saw it at an advance screening, 
I regarded it as a wallow in nonstop 
cruelty and destruction, a film that was 
antilife. But when I wrote the review, I 
said none of those things, which I 
considered to be too subjective and 
personal, and instead concentrated on 
objective aspects of the movie that I 
deemed deficient, and I gave it a 
middling-to-negative review. 


Then came the events in that 
movie theater in Aurora, Colo., [where 
‘‘Dark Knight” was showing] and 
suddenly my own writing about "Dark 
Knight" seemed limp and inadequate - 
no, flat-out pathetic. 

Survivors of the Aurora tragedy 
mentioned that, at first, they thought the 
gunman was part of the movie's 
promotion. That says something about 
the nature of our cinema. 

For critics [of slaughter 
movies], the thought process goes 
something like this: Yes, it's sick, but 
isn't that a moral judgment? And is it my 
place to comment on morality and 
decency? I don't want to be like that old 
dinosaur Bosley Crowther in the New 
York Times, slamming "Bonnie and 
Clyde" in 1967. Maybe this is something 
new that I'm not grasping. Maybe the 
very fact that I hated it so much means 
that it's good. 

Forget any mention of the 
insidiousness of inserting such poison 
into the national mind, of the morality or 
decency of feeding audiences crack. 

Well, fellow critics, it's time to 
take off the big ears. 

So what do we do? What can 
we do? Forget censorship. It's socially 
immoral. It doesn't work, and it makes 
for awful movies. 

In terms of specific action, 
critics must, first of all, identify the 
messages that movies are 
communicating. If movies are cruel and 
nihilistic, say so. Say it explicitly. Don't 
run from that observation. [Critics have 
a] clear obligation to report on the 
philosophical content of movies. 
Widespread shame and disapproval will 
impact box office. 

Likewise, critics need to let the 
public know, repeatedly and 
unrelentingly, each time the Motion 
Picture Association of America gives a 


PG-13 rating to celebrations of violence, 
such as "The Dark Knight Rises" and 
"Jack Reacher." 

The public has a bigger role, 
and that's to insist that any movie with 
any violence at all - any shooting, 
stabbing, bombing or rape - gets an R 
rating. If enforced, this would reduce the 
violence in PG-13 movies and prevent 
some violent films from getting made. At 
the same time, Quentin Tarantino and 
Martin Scorsese will still be able to 
make their R-rated movies for an adult 
audience. 

If raising violent films to an R- 
rating has no effect, and it might not, try 
NC-17. 

It's time to stop behaving as if 
we were paralyzed. It's time to lose our 
squeamishness about confronting 
screen violence - and the monolith of 
profit behind it - and to start acting like a 
community. 

-- San Francisco Chronicle, 03 January 
13 

“Declare the NRA a terrorist 
organization” 

By Donald Kaul 
During my 50-year career, 
every time some demented soul would 
take a semiautomatic gun and clean 
out a post office, a school or a picnic, 
I’d get up on my soap box and let loose 
with a withering diatribe about guns, 
the National Rifle Association and 
weak-kneed politicians. Did it about 75 
times, give or take. 

And in every case the main 
effect was a spike in gun sales. 

Still, I thought I’d give it one 
more shot... er, chance. 

Obama’s speech was fine 
as far as it went, but it didn’t go very 
far. Neither have any of the other 
responses I’ve heard. 







California Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein said she was going to 
introduce a bill to ban the sale and 
importation of assault weapons. Great, 
but the bill wouldn’t apply to weapons 
already out there, and in defining illegal 
weapons, it listed more than 900 
exceptions. 

Nine hundred! 

The thing missing from the 
debate so far is anger — anger that we 
live in a society where something like 
the Sandy Hook Elementary massacre 
can happen and our main concern is 
not offending the NRA’s sensibilities. 

That’s obscene. Here, then, 
is my “madder-than-hell-and-l’m-not- 
going-to-take-it-anymore” program for 
ending gun violence in America: 

• Repeal the Second Amendment, the 
part about guns anyway. It’s badly 
written, confusing and more trouble 
than it’s worth. It offers an absolute 
right to gun ownership, but it puts it in 
the context of the need for a “well- 
regulated militia.” We don’t make our 
militia bring their own guns to battles. 
And surely the Founders couldn’t have 
envisioned weapons like those used in 
the Newtown shooting when they 
guaranteed gun rights. Owning a gun 
should be a privilege, not a right. 

• Declare the NRA a terrorist 
organization and make membership 
illegal. Hey! We did it to the Communist 
Party, and the NRA has led to the 
deaths of more of us than American 
Commies ever did. (I would also raze 
the organization’s headquarters, clear 
the rubble and salt the earth, but that’s 
optional.) Make ownership of 
unlicensed assault rifles a felony. If 
some people refused to give up their 
guns, that “prying the guns from their 
cold, dead hands” thing works for me. 

• Then I would tie Mitch McConnell and 
John Boehner, our esteemed 
Republican leaders, to the back of a 
Chevy pickup truck and drag them 
around a parking lot until they saw the 
light on gun control. 

And if that didn’t work, I’d 
adopt radical measures. None of that is 
going to happen, of course. But I’ll bet 
gun sales will rise. 

- “Nation Needs New Agenda on 
Guns”, Des Moines Register, Dec. 29, 
2012 

Help for Christians attacked by 
Muslims 

In July 2009, a band of Islamic 
militants cornered 25-year-old Monica 
Dra outside her home in Maiduguri, 
northern Nigeria. The militants dragged 
her husband out of the house and 
decapitated him. Then the attackers 


turned to Monica and asked if she was 
Muslim. “I am a Christian,” she replied. 
When one of the attackers slit her throat 
she cried out in the name of Jesus and 
fell to the ground, her attackers leaving 
her for dead. But Monica survived. She 
underwent more than seven surgeries to 
repair the damage caused by the 
machete wound to her neck. A device 
was implanted in her throat that enables 
her to breathe, but her voice is raspy 
and she has difficulty talking. Monica 
has forgiven her attackers. “Now that I 
have gotten my strength, I have forgiven 
them for everything they have done,” 
Monica said. Gifts to VOMedical help 
Christians like Monica who are targeted 
because of their Christian faith. 

-- Christmas appeal from Voice of the 
Martyrs, P.O. Box 443, Bartlesville, OK 
74005 

Muslim Mafia: Inside the 
Secret World That's 
Conspiring to Islamize 
America 

By P. David Gaubatz and Paul Sperry 
Book description: You've heard 
about the courageous young 
investigators who covertly videotaped 
officials of ACORN advocating illegal 
activities. Now, get ready for an 
undercover expose even more daring: a 
six-month penetration of the 
Washington-based Council on 
American-lslamic Relations that resulted 
in the collection of thousands of pages 
of smoking-gun documents from this 
terror-supporting front group for the 
dangerous, mob-like Muslim 
Brotherhood. This is what Muslim Mafia 
delivers. It has all the elements of a top¬ 
flight mystery novel, but the situations 
and conversations are real. The book's 
frightening allegations are supported by 
more than 12,000 pages of confidential 
CAIR documents and hundreds of hours 
of video captured in an unprecedented 
undercover operation. This trail of 
information reveals the seditious and 
well-funded efforts of the Brotherhood 
under the nonprofit guise of CAIR to 
support the international jihad against 
the U.S. Follow intern Chris Gaubatz as 
he courageously gains the trust of 
CAIR's inner sanctum, working 
undercover as a devoted convert to 
Islam, and blows the whistle on the 
entire factory fueling the wave of 
homegrown terrorism now plaguing 
America. - Publication date: October 15, 
2009. Page length: 445 pages. Formats: 
$17.19 hardcover, $10.13 Kindle edition 
-www.amazon.com 


Gun permit holders treated 
like sex offenders 

The Journal News, a Gannett 
media website in Nyack, New York has 
posted the names and addresses of 
pistol permit holders in three counties in 
the state. 

The Journal News submitted 
Freedom of Information requests for the 
names and addresses of all pistol permit 
holders in Westchester, Rockland and 
Putnam counties. It used Google Maps 
to pinpoint specific locations and 
included the names and addresses of 
permit holders. 

The Journal News map 
resembles others posted online 
revealing the names and addresses of 
convicted sex offenders, thus giving the 
impression that handgun ownership is 
criminal. 

- Kurt Nimmo, lnfowars.com Dec. 24, 
2012 

The Journal News is Armed 
and Dangerous 

Guns are good for the goose 
but NOT for the gander. [See previous 
story.] 

A Clarkstown police report 
confirmed that The Journal News has 
hired armed security guards from New 
City-based RGA Investigations and that 
they are manning the newspaper’s 
Rockland County headquarters in West 
Nyack, through at least January 2, 2013. 
[Update 1/4/13-the guards will now be 
present indefinitely.] 

According to police reports, 
Journal News Editor Caryn A. McBride 
was alarmed by the volume of “negative 
correspondence,” namely an avalanche 
of phone calls and emails to the Journal 
News office, following the newspaper’s 
publishing of an interactive map of all 
pistol permit holders names and 
addresses in Rockland and Westchester 
counties. 

McBride had filed at least two 
reports with the Clarkstown Police 
Department due to perceived threats. 
However, the police did not find the 
communications in question actually 
threatening. 

The Journal News editors have 
said they believe knowing where guns 
are is in the public’s interest. The 
newspaper has also taken a strident 
editorial position in favor of strict gun 
control. 

Rather than take the map down 
following the public uproar, the Journal 
News has decided to “stick to their 
guns” and double-down on their original 
decision, as they have said a map listing 
all pistol permit holders in Putnam 
County will soon to be posted. [Update 




1/2/13—Putnam County officials have 
since announced their intention to not 
comply with the Journal News' request 
for the names and addresses of pistol 
permit holders.] 

It is not clear whether the 
negative reaction has threatened the 
Journal News’ true popularity as a news 
source. As an anecdotal piece of 
evidence, the Rockland County Times 
confirms receiving an influx of new 
subscribers who stated they cancelled 
their subscription to the Journal News 
due to the gun story. 

— www.rocklandtimes.com/2013/01/01 

Meet the Gannet Media Empire 

The Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) is a double-edged sword. 
What goes around comes around. 
Sooooooo let's return the favor! 

Meet Gracia C. Martore, Pres, 
and CEO of Gannett that publishes the 
Journal News that used FOIA to publish 
the names and addresses of 
pistol/handgun holders in Westchester 
and Rockland Counties, New York. 

Compensation for 2011: Salary 
$848,077, Bonus $1,200,000, Other 
compensation $118,405, Option awards 
$1,444,400 million, Other compensation 
earnings $1,082,927, Total 

compensation $4,693,80 

Husband is Joe Martone, CEO 
of CALIBRE which was named "2012 
Contractor of the Year" in the $75M- 
$300M category at the 10th Anniversary 
Greater Washington GOVERNMENT 
Contractor Awards 

Address: 728 Springdale Rd, 
Great Falls, VA 22066 

Phone numbers: 703 759 

5954, 703 759 9245 

Drop by and say HI! But be 
sure to call first! I mean, what good is 
visiting a $1.4M, 5,000 sq. ft. house if no 
one is there?? 

(Data obtained through 
freedom of information and may not be 
used for any illegal activity.) 

-- Poster circulated on the Internet Jan. 
11,2013 

Ed.: Gannett, in addition to 
publishing USA Today, owns most of 
the daily newspapers in New Jersey: 
Asbury Park Press, Courier News, 
Somerville; Courier-Post, Cherry Hill; 
Home News Tribune, E. Brunswick; 
Daily Record, Parsippany; Daily Journal, 
Vineland. 

If Gannett publishes the names 
and addresses of gun owners in an anti¬ 
gun bastion like New York, why wouldn’t 
they do the same in New Jersey? This is 
but a foretaste of what a gun permit 
system can lead to. 


Just because you're paranoid 
doesn't mean the FBI wasn't 
monitoring you: OWS Edition 

It turns out that all you crazy, 
post-hippy Occupy Wall Streeters were 
right: the government does not have 
your best interest at hearts. In fact, the 
FBI just released a heavily redacted 
memo that details some of the ways that 
it used its anti-terrorism surveillance 
power to keep last year’s OWS 
campaign heavily guarded. 

Released by the Partnership 
for Civil Justice after it pursued the 
documents under the FOIA, it will just 
serve to (depending on your worldview) 
reinforce your paranoia about American 
security bureaus having the carte 
blanche to become Big Brother, or terrify 
you into validating the belief that those 
kids with the drums and the dreadlocks 
were planning another 9/11. 

In September 2011, prior to the 
start of the OWS, the FBI was notifying 
businesses that they might be the focus 
of an OWS protest. 

Translation: You guys never 
had a chance. The FBI knew about the 
plans to occupy Zuccotti Square before 
most of you did. 

Meanwhile the Memphis FBI’s 
Joint Terrorism Task Force met to 
discuss “domestic terrorism" threats, 
including, “Aryan Nations, Occupy Wall 
Street, and Anonymous.” 

Translation: One of these 
things is not like the other... 

— New York Observer, 12/24/12 

False FBI forensic evidence 
questioned 

Thousands of criminal cases 
may have relied on false forensic 
evidence to convict defendants of 
murder, rape and other felonies. The 
forensic experts were trained by the 
same elite FBI team whose members 
gave misleading court testimony about 
hair matches and later taught local 
examiners to follow the same suspect 
practices. 

In July, the Justice Department 
announced a review of all cases 
handled by the FBI Laboratory’s hair 
and fibers unit before 2000 — at least 
21,000 cases — to determine whether 
improper lab reports or testimony might 
have contributed to wrongful 
convictions. 

About three dozen FBI agents 
trained 600 to 1,000 state and local 
examiners to apply the same standards 
that have proved problematic. 

The FBI review was prompted 
by a series of articles in The 
Washington Post that highlighted the 
cases of two District men who each 


spent more than 20 years in prison 
based on false hair matches by FBI 
experts. Since The Post’s articles, the 
men have been declared innocent. 

Two high-profile local-level 
cases illustrate how far the FBI training 
problems spread. 

In 2004, former Montana crime 
lab director Arnold Melnikoff was fired 
and more than 700 cases questioned 
because of what reviewers called 
egregious scientific errors involving the 
accuracy of hair matches dating to the 
1970s. His defense was that he was 
taught by the FBI. 

In 2001, Oklahoma City police 
crime lab supervisor Joyce Gilchrist lost 
her job and more than 1,400 of her 
cases were questioned after an FBI 
reviewer found that she made claims 
about her matches that were “beyond 
the acceptable limits of science.” 
Gilchrist received her only in-depth 
instruction in hair comparison from the 
FBI in 1981; she, like many 
practitioners, went largely unsupervised. 

FBI spokeswoman Ann Todd 
defended the training of local examiners 
as “continuing education” intended to 
supplement formal training provided by 
other labs. The FBI did not qualify 
examiners, a responsibility shared by 
individual labs and certification bodies, 
she said. 

- www.washingtonpost.com Dec. 22, 
2012 

Student Loses RFID Tracker 
Lawsuit 

A Texas high school student 
who claimed her student identification 
was the “Mark of the Beast” because it 
was implanted with a radio-frequency 
identification chip has lost her federal 
court bid challenging her suspension for 
refusing to wear the card around her 
neck. 

RFIDs are a daily part of the 
electronic age — found in passports, 
and library and payment cards. 
Eventually they’re expected to replace 
bar-code labels on consumer goods. 
Now schools across the nation are 
slowly adopting them as well. 

Sophomore Andrea Hernandez 
was notified in November by the 
Northside Independent School District in 
San Antonio that she won’t be able to 
continue attending John Jay High 
School unless she wears the badge 
around her neck. 

The Hernandez family claims 
the badge and its chip signifies Satan, 
or the “Mark of the Beast” warning in 
Revelation 13:16-18. The girl was 
represented by the Rutherford Institute. 




A judge concluded Tuesday 
that the 15-year-old’s right of religion 
was not breached. That’s because the 
district eventually agreed to allow her to 
remove the RFID chip while still 
demanding that she wear the 
identification like the other students. 

The Rutherford Institute said it 
would appeal to the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

“By declaring Andrea 
Hernandez’s objections to be a secular 
choice and not grounded in her religious 
beliefs, the district court is placing itself 
as an arbiter of what is and is not 
religious. This is simply not permissible 
under our constitutional scheme, and we 
plan to appeal this immediately,” the 
institute said in statement. 

The motive behind the RFID 
tagging appears largely financial. 

Like most state-financed 
schools, the district’s budget is tied to 
average daily attendance. If a student is 
not in his seat during morning roll call, 
the district doesn’t receive daily funding 
for that pupil because the school has no 
way of knowing for sure if the student is 
there. 

But with the RFID tracking, 
students not at their desks but tracked 
on campus are counted as being in 
school that day, and the district receives 
its daily allotment for that student. 

David Kravets www.wired.com 
01.08.13 

Bob Costas: Just Another 
Mindless Gun Control Nut 

While watching the game 
between the Philadelphia Eagles and 
Dallas Cowboys I was stunned to hear 
NBC sportscaster Bob Costas drift from 
his sports commentary into using the 
tragedy of the murder-suicide committed 
by Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Jovan 
Belcher as a platform to promote yet 
another mindless assault against the 
Second Amendment. 

Belcher had earlier shot and 
killed his girlfriend Kasandra Perkins 
and then himself. Costas used the tragic 
killings as an excuse to launch his 
assault against the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms. Costas quoted 
from a column written by sportscaster 
Jason Whitlock, saying, “Our current 
gun culture ensures that more and more 
domestic disputes will end in the 
ultimate tragedy, and that more 
convenience store confrontations over 
loud music coming from a car will leave 
more teenage boys bloodied and dead. 
Handguns do not enhance our safety. 
They exacerbate our flaws, tempt us to 
escalate arguments, and bait us into 
embracing confrontation rather than 


avoiding it...If Jovan Belcher didn’t 
possess a gun, he and Kasandra 
Perkins would both be alive today.” 

Let’s see. It seems to me that 
people have been murdering their fellow 
man ever since Cain murdered Abel. 
And would you know it: Cain had zero 
access to a .357 magnum revolver or 
.45 ACP pistol. And since when would a 
240-pound linebacker need any help 
killing a woman half his size and 
strength? 

My friend, Larry Pratt at Gun 
Owners of America, writes, “Perhaps 
Mr. Costas would have been 
disappointed if Ms. Perkins had had 
access to a gun and shot Belcher first? 
Would he then have thought there were 
too many guns? Actually, he might not 
have even heard about a self-defense 
shooting. Outside of the local press, 
self-defense shootings rarely make 
national news. 

“To be sure, there are so many 
self-defense shootings each year that 
the national news would be carrying 
several accounts a day. Guns are used 
over 4,000 times a day (using 
conservative research findings) in self- 
defense. In fact, using those 
conservative figures given us by the 
Clinton Justice Department, guns are 
used 50 times more often in self- 
defense than to illegitimately take life.” 

— chuckbaldwinlive.com Dec. 6, 2012 

Senate passes NDAA 
Indefinite Detention Bill 

The Senate passed a version 
of the National Defense Authorization 
Act that was stripped of a prohibition of 
the indefinite military detention of US 
citizens on American soil by an 81-14 
vote on Friday, but only after a furious 
dissent on the chamber's floor by Sen. 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.), who called it an 
"abomination." 

The NDAA of 2013 will now 
head to the White House, which had 
earlier pledged to veto it because it 
prevents the president from closing the 
Guantanamo Bay detention camp. 

The NDAA sets the budget for 
a wide range of military activities, but it 
has proven most controversial for a 
provision that critics say would allow the 
military to abuse its detention powers to 
lock Americans away on the mere 
suspicion of support for terrorist groups. 

A bipartisan group of Senators 
affixed an amendment to the NDAA that 
would have explicitly prohibited the 
military from detaining American citizens 
on US soil. But a House-Senate 
conference committee led by Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) stripped away that 
measure. 


Paul, a libertarian Republican, 
urged his colleagues to vote against the 
bill. 

"We passed an amendment 
that specifically said if you were an 
American citizen or here legally in the 
country, you would get a trial by jury," 
Paul said. "It's been removed because 
they want the ability to hold American 
citizens without trial in our country. This 
is so fundamentally wrong and goes 
against everything we stand for as a 
country that it can't go unnoticed. 

"When you're accused of a 
crime in our country you get a trial, you 
get a trial by a jury of your peers, no 
matter how heinous your crime is, no 
matter how awful you are, we give you a 
trial," he said. "This bill takes away that 
right and says that if someone thinks 
you're dangerous, we will hold you 
without a trial. It's an abomination." 

He also pointed out the open- 
ended nature of the so-called "war on 
terror," which has now gone on for more 
than 11 years and shows no sign of 
letting up, even after the killing of 
Osama bin Laden. 

Supporters of the NDAA like 
Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.) pointed to 
new language in the conference 
committee report stipulating that 
"nothing" in the bill could construed to 
deny people of their rights in court — 
language that civil liberties advocates 
dismissed as meaningless, since the 
controversy is over whether those 
suspected of terrorism are afforded the 
right to trial in the first place. 

- readersupportednews.org 26 Dec. 12 

Sheriffs called out to fight The 
Law 

By Michael Carl 

A high-profile former sheriff 
who once sued the U.S. government - 
and won - says it’s the local sheriff who 
will have to defend Americans if the feds 
start confiscating guns. 

Richard Mack, a former sheriff 
in Graham County, Ariz., joined with 
then-Ravalli County Sheriff Jay Printz in 
a lawsuit when Bill Clinton demanded 
sheriffs enforce provisions of the Brady 
Bill gun-control law. 

Mack won. And since then he’s 
been at the front of a movement that 
highlights the responsibility of local 
sheriffs. 

Now, as Washington gears up 
to consider imperious plans to limit 
guns, impose additional taxes and fees, 
and even confiscate weapons of self- 
defense, Mack has told WND that 
there’s hope remaining in local law 
enforcement. 

It’s not complicated, he said. 




“Gun control is illegal, and it’s 
against the Constitution,” he said. “What 
people don’t realize is that the Second 
Amendment was designed to protect us 
from the power of the federal 
government.” 

“Out of 200 sheriffs with whom 
I’ve met, I’ve only had one give me a 
wishy-washy answer. That one said he 
would try to take the federal government 
to court,” Mack said. “Most of them have 
said they would do everything they 
could to stop gun control and gun 
confiscation.” 

Gun Owners of America 
Executive Director Larry Pratt shares 
Mack’s opinion. 

“The county sheriffs need to 
make new deputies to stop federal 
authority in the counties,” Pratt told 
WND. “He can deputize people to serve 
since they are the ones who voted for 
him to represent them. A lot of citizens 
would stand up for their Second 
Amendment rights if they were protected 
by the sheriff.” 

But Washington is not idle. 
Barack Obama said he will put the 
weight of his office behind gun control, 
and Sen. Dianne Feinstein has 
proposed a gun buyback program that 
has been endorsed by about 40 
members of Congress. 

Mack, who is the founder of the 
Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace 
Officers Association, said Feinstein is a 
“polimagician,” a political leader who 
believes his or her policies will work 
magic for their constituents. 

— wnd.com 1/01/2013 

“Gun Appreciation Day" 

The pro-gun lobby has kicked 
into overdrive to stifle anti-gun violence 
efforts in the wake of the Newtown 
school massacre. Gun advocates are 
cooking up a national Gun Appreciation 
Day for the weekend of President 
Obama’s second inauguration. 

Larry Ward, chairman of Gun 
Appreciation Day, appeared on CNN on 
Friday to defend his event. When 
confronted with the fact that Gun 
Appreciation Day coincides with the 
celebration of civil rights icon Martin 
Luther King, Jr, who was assassinated 
with a gun, Ward insisted that his event 
“honors the legacy of Dr. King.” 

Ward didn’t stop there; he 
argued that if African slaves had been 
armed, they would have been able to 
prevent slavery from ever happening: "I 
think Martin Luther King , Jr. would agree 
with me if he were alive today that if 
African Americans had been given 
the right to keep and bear arms from 
day one of the country’s founding, 


perhaps slavery might not have been 
a chapter in our history." 

Maria Roach of United for 
Change USA pointed out that many 
people were outraged over the 
attempted co-opting of MLK Day, calling 
it a “power play.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 
a strict disciple of peaceful resistance, 
was shot by an assassin in 1968. The 
Gun Control Act of 1968, the nation’s 
first comprehensive federal firearms 
regulation, was passed in response to 
King’s assassination, as well as the 
murders of John F. Kennedy, Robert F. 
Kennedy, and Malcolm X. 

Ward also neglects to mention 
that in fact there were many armed 
uprisings by slaves, as early as 1526. 
Armed revolts almost always failed, and 
often led to retribution by the slave 
owners, who had the justice system on 
their side. Most famously, Nat Turner 
led a rebellion that resulted in 60 white 
deaths and 100 black deaths. The state 
later executed 56 blacks accused of 
being involved in the insurrection, and 
white mobs beat and killed at least 200 
others in revenge. 

Despite the lack of historical 
evidence, gun advocates have been 
trying hard to frame their cause in 
historical terms, comparing the plight of 
gun owners to the civil rights movement, 
Nazi Germany, and Cuba. 

— Aviva Shen, Think Progress 12 
January 13, "Arming Black People 
Would Have Prevented Slavery?” 

Citigroup: Incubator of 
‘Masters of the Universe’ 

President Obama has picked 
former Citigroup executive Jacob Lew to 
replace Citigroup minion Timothy 
Geithner as Treasury Secretary. 

“Tim seemed to view his job as 
protecting Citigroup,” said then-FDIC 
Chair Sheila Bair. 

Lew personally benefited from 
the corporate welfare lavished on 
Citigroup in the bailouts that began in 
2008, whereas Geithner orchestrated 
the welfare on Citigroup’s behalf. 

For 2008, Lew received an 
enormous bonus-$944,578-shortly 
after Citigroup posted a loss of $27 
billion that year. Citigroup was able to 
pay Lew’s bonus because it received 
$45 billion from the TARP program. 

In fairness to the much- 
maligned TARP bailout, it is unclear 
whether Citigroup paid Lew’s bonus 
directly out of the $45,000,000,000.00 
check it received from the Treasury as 
part of that program. That’s because 
Citigroup also received $2.5 trillion in 
loans from the Federal Reserve—where 


Tim Geithner worked when the loans 
began. 

The Federal Reserve 
concealed the loans until a GAO audit 
forced their disclosure in 2011. 

Lew felt the $944,578 bonus 
was enough of an issue that he 
concealed it from the public until 4 days 
after filing his ethics disclosure to join 
the White House. 

It would not be the last of Lew's 
financial disclosure problems, which 
continued when Lew became Obama's 
budget director. 

"Lew, as the president's budget 
director, appeared before Congress and 
continued to insist that President 
Obama's budget-which Lew had crafted- 
would not add to the debt of the United 
States," [Senator] Sessions said. 

If confirmed, Lew would be the 
most recent addition to a long line of 
[former Citigroup chairman] Robert 
Rubin proteges in the Obama 
Administration and indeed controlling 
the White House itself. 

John Titus, “Bailout 
Superstars: Obama, Jacob Lew and 
Citigroup”, www.dailybail.com 

Extremism and dishonesty 
rewarded with CIA Director 
nomination 

Prior to President Obama's first 
inauguration in 2009, a controversy 
erupted over reports that he intended to 
appoint John Brennan as CIA director. 
That controversy, in which I participated, 
centered around the fact that Brennan, 
as a Bush-era CIA official, had 
expressly endorsed Bush's programs of 
torture (other than waterboarding) and 
rendition and also was a vocal advocate 
of immunizing lawbreaking telecoms for 
their role in the illegal NSA 
eavesdropping program. As a result, 
Brennan withdrew his name from 
consideration. 

This "victory" of forcing 
Brennan's withdrawal proved somewhat 
Pyrrhic, as Obama then appointed him 
as his top counter-terrorism adviser, 
where he exerted at least as much 
influence as he would have had as CIA 
Director, if not more. In that position, 
Brennan last year got caught outright 
lying when he claimed Obama's drone 
program caused no civilian deaths in 
Pakistan over the prior year. He also 
spouted complete though highly 
influential falsehoods to the world in the 
immediate aftermath of the Osama bin 
Laden killing, including claiming that bin 
Laden "engaged in a firefight" with Navy 
SEALS and had "used his wife as a 
human shield". Brennan has also been 
in charge of many of Obama's most 




controversial and radical policies, 
including "signature strikes" in Yemen - 
targeting people without even knowing 
who they are - and generally seizing the 
power to determine who will be marked 
for execution without any due process, 
oversight or transparency. 

As it typically does in the US 
National Security State, all of that deceit 
and radicalism is resulting not in 
recrimination or loss of credibility for 
Brennan, but in reward and promotion. 

Glenn Greenwald 
www.guardian.co.uk. 7 January 2013 

A Lesson to be Learned on the 
Anniversary of Wounded Knee 

December 29, 2012 marked 
the 122nd Anniversary of the murder of 
297 Sioux Indians at Wounded Knee 
Creek on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota. These 
297 people, in their winter camp, were 
murdered by federal agents and 
members of the 7th Cavalry who had 
come to confiscate their firearms "for 
their own safety and protection". The 
slaughter began AFTER the majority of 
the Sioux had peacefully turned in their 
firearms. When the final round had 
flown, of the 297 dead or dying, two 
thirds (200) were women and children. 

Around 40 members of the 7th 
Cavalry were killed, over half cut down 
by friendly fire from the Hotchkiss guns 
of their overzealous comrades-in-arms. 
Twenty members of the 7th Cavalry 
were deemed "National Heroes" and 
awarded the Medal of Honor for their 
acts of cowardice. 

We do not hear of Wounded 
Knee today. It is not mentioned in our 
history classes or books. What little 
does exist about Wounded Knee is 
normally the sanitized "Official 
Government Explanation" or the 
historically and factually inaccurate 
depictions of the events leading up to 
the massacre on the movie screen. 

Wounded Knee was among the 
first federally backed gun confiscation 
attempts in United States history. It 
ended in the senseless murder of 297 
people. 

Before you jump on the 
emotionally charged bandwagon for 
gun-control, take a moment to reflect on 


the real purpose of the Second 
Amendment- The right of the people to 
take up arms in defense of themselves, 
their families, and property in the face of 
invading armies or an oppressive 
government. 

Wounded Knee is the prime 
example of why the Second Amendment 
exists, and why we shouldn't be in such 
a hurry to surrender our Right to Bear 
Arms. Without the Second Amendment 
we have no right to defend ourselves 
and our families. 

Author Unknown, Seeking 
attribution - www.jfpo.org Jan. 13, 2013 

Certain NYPD Stop and Frisk 
Ruled Unconstitutional 

A key part of the NYPD's 
controversial "stop and frisk" tactic has 
been ruled unconstitutional. 

Federal Court Judge Shira 
Scheindlin ordered police to refrain from 
making some trespass stops outside 
private residential buildings - even 
though the landlord has given officers 
permission to do. 

The NYCLU argued that the 
program which exists in 8,000 buildings 
citywide, leads to people being hassled 
by cops near their own abode for no 
legitimate reason. 

-- New York Daily News Jan. 11,2013 

Supreme Court Confirms 
Citizens Right to Film Police 

The Supreme Court has 
refused to review a federal appeals 
court decision finding it unconstitutional 
to enforce an Illinois state law that 
makes it a felony to videotape police 
officers working in public if a 
microphone is turned on. 

A divided panel of the Chicago- 
based 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
agreed that it "restricts far more speech 
than necessary to protect legitimate 
privacy interests" and, "as applied to the 
facts alleged here, it likely violates the 
First Amendment's free speech and 
free-press guarantees," as Judge Diane 
Sykes explained in the majority opinion. 

On Monday, the nation's top 
court declined to hear the state's appeal, 
leaving the 7th Circuit ruling in force. 

Meanwhile, a number of 


citizens throughout the country say they 
have been charged with a crime (often 
obstruction) while recording police on 
the job. A Massachusetts man is facing 
a wiretapping case after allegedly 
posting a video on YouTube that shows 
him instructing a female passenger how 
to use an electronic device to record a 
traffic stop by Shrewsbury police. 

The Photography Is Not a 
Crime website posts a report on the 
arrest in Hawthorne, Calif., of a man 
charged with filming police on a public 
street. The obstruction charges against 
him reportedly have been dropped. 

-- ABA Journal, November 28, 2012 

Letter to the Editor 

Editor, NJM, 

Greetings again kind sir! 

Let me expand on your 
newsletter regarding prisoners 
subscribing. Yes, mail rules vary from 
state to state it seems. This unit recently 
got a mail room supervisor who has 
instituted the "no stamps” rule you 
mentioned. They believe that postage 
stamps are used to “traffic and trade” 
(black market). 

And yes, I do have the money 
to subscribe but I have no one on the 
outside to either purchase a M.O. or to 
send cash! All I have is 3 elderly pen 
pals in Europe who barely have the 
resources to take care of themselves! 

Another new rule is “no blue 
ink”. I found out the hard way in that she 
confiscated and kept the contents, 
envelopes and stamps of 7 letters I 
wrote using blue pen (legally 
purchased). They had to be re-written in 
black ink. 

Yours was not the only 
newsletter I was purchasing with 
stamps; there are/were many prisoner 
support groups who accepted/welcomed 
stamps. This “no stamps” policy had 
adversely affected many resource 
groups nationally! (It’s all about control .) 

I hope that this has helped to 
clarify the situation. If not just ask- 
(smile). 

Sincerely, State prisoner [State 
withheld, to preclude reprisals] 
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